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Circular No. (DG 48/ 13) ) pears

Date: July 15" 2013

To: All Healthcare Facilities in the Emirate of
Abu Dhabi

Subject: Infection Control in Healthcare Facilities

Greetings,

This circular has been prepared to remind all
healthcare facilities of precautions that need to
be taken with any patient presenting with
influenza-like-iliness (ILI — please see below for
definition of this}). These recommendations were
first issued by the CDC in 2009 for the H1N1
epidemic.

http://www.cdc.gov/hinlflu/10steps.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/hlniflu/guidelines infection
control.htm

If feasible, use separate waiting and exam rooms
for ILI patients; plan to offer surgical masks to
symptomatic patients who are able to wear them
{(adult and pediatric sizes should be availahle),
provide facial tissues, receptacles for their
disposal, and provide hand hygiene products in
waiting areas and examination rooms.

All healthcare personnel who are handling a
patient with ILI, should:

a) Maintain hand hygiene by washing with soap
and water or using alcohol-based hand rub
before and after dealing with the patient;

b) Wear surgical masks;
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c) For higher risk patients such as those
with severe pneumonia with ARDS, or
those undergoing high-risk  procedures
(bronchoscopy, intubation/extubation,
suction, nebulization, CPR,  autopsy),
wear N95 masks (instead of the regular
surgical masks), gowns,
eye protection and Non-sterile gloves.
Follow the recommended sequences of
wearing and removing PPE :
http://www.cdc.gov/HAl/prevent/ppe train.html

Please note that adherence to the above
recommendations will be audited.

Screening Tool for Influenza-like liness (ILI) in
Healthcare facilities
1. Do you sneeze or cough or have shortness of
breath?
= |f the answer is ‘no’, no further action is
required
# If the answer is ‘yes’, Patient should perform
hand hygiene using alcohol-based hand
sanitizer and put on a surgical mask.
2. Do you have a fever or have you heen feeling
feverish in the last 24 hours?
= If the answer is ‘no’, take the patient's

temperature;

v |f the temperature is = >38° C, Manage the
patient as L1

= |f the temperature is < 38° C, no further
action

= |f 'yes’, take the patient’s temperature, and
manage the patient as IL| regardless of
temperature measurement and inquire
about other symptoms of ILI

Thanking you for your kind cooperation.
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